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Modern Surgery, General and Operative. By John
Chalmers DaCosta, M.D., Professor of Sur-
gery andClinical Surgery in Jefferson Medical
College, Philadelphia; Surgeon to the Phila-
delphia General Hospital; Fellow of the Ameri-
can Surgical Association, etc. Sixth edition,
thoroughly revised and enlarged, with 966
illustrations, some of them in colors. Phila-
delphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company.
1910.

DaCosta, always delightful in his less formal
writings, now introduces this sixth edition with
two new and interesting pages

—

some pleasant
lines of W. W. Story's, and a merited anel dis-
tinguished dedication to Professor Halsted, of
Johns Hopkins. The author relates in the page
and a halt' of his new preface some of the many
striking surgical advances of the past three years
since the issue of his fifth edition, lie: says
truly that " a reading of the literature of the last,
three years impresses one with the reality and
magnificence of the progress that is being made in
surgery." He tells us of the new work on the
blood vessels; of Horsley's operation for spinal
meningitis; of Murphy's treatment of acute
peritonitis; of Cushing's operation of decompres-
sion for brain tumors; of the goiter work; anes-
thesia work; orthopedic work; of new views on

inflammation; of the use of vaccines; and of a
dozen other subjects and facts with the details of
which current medical literature is teeming.

This is the most complete and the best edition
of DaCosta's Surgery yet published, and carries
out fully and satisfactorily the promise of its
predecessors.

An Atlas of the External Diseases of the Eye. By
Richard Greef, M.D., Professor of Oph-
thalmology in the University of Berlin. Trans-
lated by P. W. Shedd, M.D., New York.
Pp. 135, with 84 illustrations in color. New
York: Rebman & Co.
These beautiful plates were all made from

models in wax in the Pathoplastic Institute in
Berlin, modeled by E. Kolbon, sculptor. The
plates are photographic reproductions in four
colors. This method gives " a pictorial plasticity
unattainable by the most accomplished draughts-
man." The subjects selected are largely those
having skin lesions in conjunction with the ocular
conditions. The text gives a condensed descrip-
tion of the elisease and suggestions ¡us to therapy.
The plates are the meist accurate and life-like
ever produced for an atlas of the external diseases
of the eye.

Preparatory and After-Treatment in Operative
Cases. By Herman A. Haubold, M.D.,
Clinical Professor in Surgery and Demonstrator
of Operative Surgery, New York University
and Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New

York; Visiting Surgeon, Harlem and New York
Bed Cross Hospitals, New York, etc. With 421
illustrations. New York and London: D.
Appleton & Co. 1910.
Professor Hauboki 's book is decidedly entertain-

ing, for it is interesting to see how many things
have been said by divers persons about the care
of patients after operation. The author tells the
surgeon little that is new, but his writing is not
intended for the surgeon. In his introduction he
indulges in a erlever little essay on the relationship
between the general practitioner anel the surgeon,
now and in times past, and he makes the~surgeon
feel rather small, for it appears that the'surgeon
has been unduly arrogant and has claimed more
than his share: of the good results of operations.
The surgeon and the family doctor should work
together more intimately, as we know. Together
they should bring the patient to the operating
table; and together, after operation, they should
see him through his convalescence. Unfortu-
nately, the family eloctor, especially the family
doctor of the passing generation, knows little of
modern surgery, especially of the immediate
results of modern surgical operations. Professor
Haubold's book is intended to supply the lack,
and it does so.

A complete review of this valuable book would
mean a great discourse for the general practi-
tioner and the hospital interne. The writer
covers three hundred anel fifty octavo pages anel
gives us illustrations averaging nearly one to the
page. The illustrations are good, the art of the
photographer is at its best, and we are told about
everything, from case-taking and an office equip-
ment to the most intricate technic in the after
care of sue:h operations as those for bladder
drainage and artificial anus. The pictures tell
the story. The book, as a, whole, will meet a

genuine demand, we believe, and meet it,
thoroughly.

Saunders' Question Compends: Essentials of
Bacteriology. By M. V. Ball, M.D., formerly
Instructor in Bacteriology at the Philadelphia
Polyclinic. Sixth edition, thoroughly revised.
12mo. Pp. 290, with 135 illustrations, some
in colors. Philadelphia and London: W. B.
Saunders Company. 1908.
The previous edition of this compendium was

reviewed at length in these columns. The num-
ber anel excellence of the illustrations is a striking
feature of the small book. Excellent judgment
has been displayed in their selection. Among the
additions to the text are new chapters on protozoa
and opsonic teehnie. In a work of this character
conciseness of statement is necessary. All obsolete
matter should be eliminated; for this reason it is
surprising to find retained in the text a description
of the old method of making cultures on glass
plates that is never used in a modern laboratory.
On the whole, however, the author has succeeded
remarkably well in compressing a great deal of
information into t\ small number of pages.
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